
 
 
‘We were deeply saddened by the agricultural aircraft accident in Hawkes Bay this morning,’ 
said Aviation NZ Chief Executive John Nicholson. 
 
Our hearts and sympathies go out to the family and friends of the pilot and loader driver, and to 
the Farmers Air family. 
 
Agricultural aviation is very important to the productivity of the agricultural sector in New 
Zealand.  Each year, almost 100 pilots carry out aerial applications through fixed wing aircraft, 
with about another 250 in helicopters, explained Nicholson. 
 
The industry's safety record is very good.   Over the last ten years the accident rate has been 
trending down.  According to information produced by the Civil Aviation  Authority and the New 
Zealand Agricultural Aviation Association, the accident rate for fixed wing aircraft currently sits at 
2.16 accidents per 100,000 hours flown. 
 
Agricultural operators have paid considerable attention to developing and implementing ‘safe’ 
practices.  This is a major reason why the accident rate has improved so much over the last 10 
years. 
 
Farmers Air is a long standing and highly credible member of the agricultural aviation industry 
and has been at the forefront of improved industry processes. 
 
The company has a modern fleet, puts considerable effort into training and has an excellent 
safety culture. 
 
‘The accident will be fully investigated and, as an industry, we will learn from those 
investigations,’ concluded Nicholson.  
 
For more information: 
John Nicholson 
Chief Executive, Aviation NZ 
Tel 027 600 9156 
  
 
Key facts about Aviation New Zealand  
Aviation New Zealand exists to lead, inspire and grow the New Zealand aviation industry. 
 
It was established in 1950 to encourage the safe growth of the aviation industry in New Zealand. 
In more recent years, it has also become involved in helping the international development of its 
members. 



 
o Aviation New Zealand has over 300 members and over 1300 on its database 
o Members include agricultural companies, air operators (fixed wing and rotary), aircraft 

designers and manufacturers, the UAV industry, airports, aviation trainers, emergency 
and medical services companies, helicopter companies, and parts manufacturers. 

  
Key facts about aviation in New Zealand  
An ‘early adopter’ in aviation terms – first international customer for Boeing; first pilot training 
school 1916; first airmail 1919; and quick appreciation of the suitability of aviation for agriculture, 
tourism and forestry. 
 
4639 aircraft in New Zealand, one per thousand people, give New Zealand one of the highest 
aircraft per capita ratios in the world. 
 
Decades of policy innovation to support competition, safety and growth; 30m km² of safely 
managed airspace; and exports to over 100 countries on all continents. 
 
Aircraft fit-outs, new aircraft (including UAVs), GPS track and tracing systems, high precision 
processes (for example bait and fire fighting), composites, titanium powders, and aviation 
industry business and operational systems are just some of the exciting technologies and 
practices developing in New Zealand which set the scene for growth in the next 100 years. 
 


